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Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-03955-1 -Violence and the State in Languedoc, 1250-1400 Justine Firnhaber-Baker Frontmatter More information lordship was fundamental to the experience of power in the Middle Ages and then gave me the time and space to figure out the rest for my own stubborn self. Katy Park and Charlie Donahue were careful readers of the dissertation that has become this book and asked pertinent questions at the right time. I am especially grateful to Katy for mentorship that reaches back to my undergraduate days at Wellesley. I am also very grateful to Fred Cheyette and to Peggy Brown, who both went out of their way in my early days in Paris to help me outline the contours of the project. I am especially grateful to Peggy for her on-going friendship, not to mention her incredible generosity in running over to the archives to check something for me every once in a while. In France, I owe everything to the staffs of the Archives nationales and the Bibliothèque nationale, as well as to archivists in Montauban, Toulouse, Albi, Narbonne, and Montpellier. At the Archives nationales, the scholars at the Centre d'étude d'histoire juridique working on the Parlement and Françoise Hildesheimer herself made their various databases and card catalogues available to me. Without them, I simply could not have navigated series X. I also benefited from the hospitality of Hélène Débax and Mireille Mousnier in Toulouse, and back again in Paris, the International Medieval Society/Société internationale des médiévistes gave me a community of young scholars, many of whom continue to be close friends and intellectual partners. Meredith Cohen, Mark O'Tool, and Elma Brenner have my particular thanks.
In Britain, Chris Wickham and Paul Brand gave insightful feedback and formal mentorship, though talks over meals are probably where I learned most from them. Indeed, I am very grateful to all the fellows of All Souls College for the intellectual stimulation that their company provided x during my post-doctoral years. Finally, at St Andrews, where this project was finished, Chris Given-Wilson, John Hudson, and James Palmer read and commented on the whole manuscript or parts of it, for which I thank them kindly.
I have been the lucky beneficiary of a number of grants and fellowships without which I could not have spent the time or afforded the travel to go and look at so many crumbling bits of parchment. A Bourse Chateaubriand supported my first year in France, and the second year was made possible by a Sheldon fellowship from Harvard and a Thomas Jefferson fellowship from Wellesley. A Whiting dissertation completion fellowship allowed me to complete my dissertation, and a post-doctoral research fellowship from All Souls College, Oxford gave me the time to turn that text into what I hope is a proper book. I am thankful to all of these funders and hope that I have repaid their generosity.
The most important support over the past decade has been the love and patience of my family. I am particularly grateful to Mathew and Audrey Schwartz, to the Schwartz family, and to the Palmers. My parents, stepmother, brother-in-law, and my sisters Vanessa and Kate have all been wonderful to come home to, even if they can't understand why I have to live so bloody far away. Finally, thanks again to James, this time for coffee, cake, and all the rest of it. 
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